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vegetation in their rambles in the gloaming, while
descending to the little lake of Herajarvi in the
south-west, across the moonlit waves of which the
travellers had themselves rowed in order to make
for the nearest railway station on the opposite
shore.

Jean Sibelius, the worshipper of nature, was the
richer by a great experience. His experiences on
the trip deeply affected the continued process of
spiritual change, under the power of which he was
still living. They gave his creative spirit fruitful
impulses in its unceasing pursuit of fresh beauties
of clearness and perfection.

Immediately after his return from Koli Sibelius
proceeded to put the finishing touches to the music
for " The Lizard." The task was finished on the
night of the I5th October. At that stage of his
development Sibelius estimated this work, unfortu-
nately not yet published, very highly. In a letter
of that time he describes the music for " The
Lizard " as " among the most full of feeling that
I have written/'

In a letter written a few weeks later he reveals
his feeling to a close friend:

" I have great plans. I think you will soon be
able to convince yourself that my art will gradually
seem convincing and ' cheerful' "

The labours of the summer were drawing to an
end.